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Feneley Studio wins go-ahead for self-
build timber home under country house
clause
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Central Bedfordshire Council has given Feneley Studio permission for a timber-
framed, self-build Passivhaus on greenbelt land under the country house clause

The St Albans-based practice won the go-ahead for the four-bedroom house in rural south Bedfordshire by
means of Paragraph 80 of the National Planning Policy Framework, which permits single homes in the
countryside when the design is of high quality.

The mainly single-storey home will be centred around a courtyard and will feature a series of interlocking
spaces that open on to the woodland surroundings.

Three low-rise walls will ‘organise’ the mono-pitched structures together while providing a ‘corridor’ that
connects the rooms with the courtyard and anchors the structure in the landscape.

Materials include charred timber for the fagade, and timber for the frame. Trees, some up to 22m in height, will
provide shelter and privacy for the low-rise building.

The practice said its overall strategy was ‘to retain the natural environment that the site presents. A series of
small gardens, terraces and the introduction of water close to the house, will provide manageable garden
projects with the wider, natural landscape extending beyond.’

Bedfordshire’s planning officer had recommended approval of the plans, which were described as 'standout’
and ‘innovative’.

Source:Feneley Studio
Feneley Studio's approved South Bedfordshire passivhaus

Project data

Location Dagnall, Bedfordshire

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Type of project Private dwelling

Client Private

Architect Feneley Studio

Landscape architect Feneley Studio (concept)
Structural engineer To be confirmed

Principal designer Feneley Studio

Main contractor Self-build

Funding Private

Start on site date To be confirmed

Contract duration 18 months

Gross internal floor area 287m?

Form of contract and/or procurement Not available
Annual CO; emissions Not available

Total cost Confidential
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